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Projects and
Community Outreach

Pekisko Creek Valley Study:

This valley has a long and interesting history from 
the native horse culture of the great plains to the 
coming of the Europeans, and up to the present day.

In cooperation with the Hanen Society for Resource 
Conservation, who are funding the project, we are 
studying the pre-contact and post-contact history 
of human activity, the ecological features, wildlife, 
and any archaeological data. We have been work-
ing with the Glenbow Institute, Warren Elofson 
and George Colpitts of the University of Calgary 
History Department, Rick Rowell, and Arrow Ar-
chaeology to complete the work.  The study will be 
completed this summer.

Lundreck Wildlife Corridor:

Justin Thompson, a landowner near Lundbreck 
Falls, has been working on a project to protect 
a documented wildlife corridor across Highway 
3. This is sometimes called the Lee Lake – Rock 
Creek corridor. We continue to work with Justin to 
establish conservation easements in the corridor. 
This will be an important part of our work for the 
next year or two, and will require raising significant 
funds.

Described elsewhere in this report, establishing this 
corridor through conservation easements and other 
means will be one of our major projects for the 
coming few years.
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Projects and
Community Outreach
(continued)

Water Baseline Testing
Quality water is essential for agriculture and 
wildlife. Despite a significant increase in inter-
est in the source and quality of water in Alberta 
there is still little hard data on water flowing 
from wells and springs along the foothills. 

Despite delays, we will be moving forward to 
assist easement grantors and other landowners 
to test their water supply and gather aggregate 
data on the foothills water. This is a complicated 
project and requires careful planning.

Other Initiatives:
SALTS continues to build on previous projects to 
better able us to provide education to the public and 
understand the rangeland ecosystems. The Stone-
water Film will be completed.  The SFS Phase 3 is 
simply waiting for further scientific study and it will 
also be completed.  The Landscape Value project 
is becoming more viable as further data is available 
from the Government of Alberta (for example the 
GeoPortal), and the ALSA is implemented.

We already have significant credibility with the lo-
cal landowners and we will build on this to support 
those ranchers who want to work with us to protect 
the significant assets represented by healthy grass-
land ecosystems and the foothills watersheds.

In the last year we engaged with National and In-
ternational NGO’s by attending the Canadian Land 
Trust Alliance conference in Banff at the end of 
September 2010, and the Crown of the Continent 
conference in Waterton in October 2010. 



Page 14© 2011 Southern Alberta Land Trust Society

Southern Alberta Land Trust Society Annual Report

In Appreciation
We would like to express our appreciation to those organizations and individuals who have 
come forward to fund SALTS and thereby help protect the foothills ecosystem through con-
servation easements and financial support. Thank you. Your understanding, your patience, 
and your dedication to conservation is greatly appreciated.

 

Photo Credits:    Alan Gardner

Photos show details and vistas on and around 
landscapes on which conservation easements 
are held by SALTS, including MX Ranch, 
Cloudy Ridge Ranch, the Russell lands, 
Thompson lands, Sara lands, Freeman lands, 
and the Eijgel and Glass lands, plus a photo 
from Pekisko Creek.

Contact

Please feel free to contact us if you have ques-
tions about SALTS and Conservation Ease-
ment, or if you wish to make a donation.

www.salts-landtrust.org

salts_ed@shaw.ca

403-282-7011


